
ARROWTOWN

One of New Zealand’s top 
interior design stores is 
unquestionably Cavit & Co. 
The Wakatipu is fortunate 
the company selected 
Arrowtown to open one of 
its showrooms. The little 
store is full to bursting with 
samples from many of the 
world’s leading designers 
and a fabulous place to go 

if you like living in comfortable, elegant surroundings 
- or wish you did!

But, it’s one thing to see a shop full of beautiful things 
and quite another to know if the pieces will work in your 
own home and suit your lifestyle. That’s where Cavit & 
Co’s team of expert interior designers comes in.

I visited the owner and creator of Cavit & Co, Debbie 
Cavit at her home overlooking Lake Hayes. It’s a tiny, 
cosy cottage but she’s still made it feel spacious. She’s 
got the knack of mixing all sorts of styles, colours and 

materials and bringing it all together effortlessly to look 
terrifi c.

What are her top design rules? 

“Consider your purchases, look at comfort and 
suitability for the location but also consider the calibre 
of the designer and the manufacture of the product. We 
know that items chosen well will stand the test of time 
and purchasing good quality is always the best choice. 
One client recently told me that you quickly forget the 
price, but you never regret the quality or comfort.”

The sofa I sat on at Debbie’s cottage certainly ticked all 
these boxes. It’s one of her favourite brands -Verellen. 
Started by Belgian designer Tom Verellen who now 
lives in America, they use only the best materials and 
craftspeople to produce their furniture. It’s defi nitely the 
sort of sofa you can leave to your children although they 
may well fi ght over it!

Debbie recalls her encounter with Verellen. “At the 
huge Highpoint Furniture Fair in the US 12-years ago, 
we were all exhausted after a long, long day on our feet 
and collapsed onto the Camille sofa. We were suddenly 

silent. The comfort of the sofa was phenomenal and 
something we hadn’t experienced before.” 

Orders were lodged and it’s been one of Cavit & Co’s 
biggest sellers ever since. 

“Our customers love knowing that the sofa is made of 
solid maple and even the inners are made of recyclable 
soy, so there’s no nasty synthetic anything. The loose 
covers are linen and the beautifully engineered spring 
system means that even after a movie marathon sitting 
in it, you’ll get up without a sore back - it’s so supportive, 
not just a platform,” says Debbie.

“That’s what great design is all about - it’s not a fashion 
thing - it’s about creating something of lasting beauty 
and functionality. There’s plenty of cheap fashion 
furniture about, but it always needs replacing after just 
a few years,” she says. “The enjoyment of it wears out 
often even faster than the furniture itself. We like to sell 
furniture that our customers love more and more each 
year and our favourite comment from customers is “I 
wish I needed a new…..but I’m still so happy with the 
one I bought from you years ago.”

CHOOSING FURNITURE TO ENDURE
BY MIRANDA SPARY

Top: Kate Chaise by Verellen.  Bottom Left:  Julien Chair by Verellen.  Bottom Middle: Camille Chair & a Half and Ottoman by Verellen.  Bottom Right: Emerson Club Chair by Verellen
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